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CORONAVIRUS — INTRASTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [9.58 pm]: I do not like to detain members at the end of a sitting 
day, but since we will commence tomorrow at the leisurely hour of 10.00 am, while we are in a state of emergency, 
I thought I would make a few remarks tonight since we are not in any mad rush. 

A couple of issues have collided today that require me to make a member’s statement to the house. Last week, on 
Tuesday, 24 March, the Premier announced his intention to consider introducing regional travel bans. Later that 
same week, on Thursday, 27 March, he committed to introducing such a travel restriction. During his press 
conference, which I observed, he said that he would provide plenty of detail ahead of time so that people could be 
aware of the detail of his plan. That was Thursday of last week. As I said in the debate this morning, my office 
and, I am sure, other offices, have been inundated with inquiries since last week about this proposed direction and 
now direction. I told my constituents that I had listened to the Premier and he had said that he would give people 
plenty of notice. I told them that we would probably have something as late as Monday—the day before the 
direction would come into effect, which was midnight last night. Monday obviously came and went. We got to 
Tuesday, the first sitting day of the week, and the Leader of the Nationals WA in the Legislative Assembly rose 
at 2.00 pm and asked the Premier where his regional travel ban direction was. Of course, we did not get an answer. 
We reached close of business yesterday, and then, early yesterday evening, the State Emergency Coordinator signed 
a direction at 1715 hours. That is only some hours before the direction came into effect at 2359 hours yesterday. 
For those members who have had the chance to look at it, the directions are extensive. They are some six pages 
long, so some considerable drafting has gone into them. My first observation is that they were very detailed and 
very prescriptive, and there were also some obvious omissions, based on the inquiries that I had had to my office 
in the days leading up to the announcement of the direction or the publishing of the direction. 

This morning, I awoke to a raft of text messages and phone calls, and then, upon checking social media, a number 
of posts were starting to arrive in relation to a checkpoint—we are not allowed to call it a roadblock—between 
Muchea and Gingin. For members who might not be familiar with the area, Muchea is in the Shire of Chittering 
and Gingin is in the Shire of Gingin. They are both wheatbelt shires. They belong to the same region—the wheatbelt. 
I called the Minister for Police’s office first thing this morning, I think it was about 8.30, and said, “This surely 
can’t be right. The police have made a mistake here. We’ve got a roadblock/checkpoint set up within a region.” 
The office’s immediate response was that, yes, that does not sound very good, and to send them a note. In fact, the 
adviser I spoke to invited me to not only send an email to the minister’s office, but also seek clarification through 
question time to make sure that my constituents’ concerns were addressed in question time today. The concerns I had 
with setting up a checkpoint within a region rather than at a regional boundary were that, firstly, the checkpoint 
would intercept people travelling within the region, which clearly is not the intent of the direction. Another concern 
I had was that it would allow people beyond the checkpoint to travel across a regional boundary, without interception 
by the checkpoint. Another concern was that it would allow somebody to say that they were simply travelling to 
the next town, from Gingin to Muchea, for example, pass the checkpoint, and then continue on wherever they like, 
potentially without interception. 

My exchange with the Minister for Police’s office was positive and informative, and I thank it for that. There was 
an understanding that there would be a frequently asked questions publication released today. When I last checked, 
which was only moments ago, no such frequently asked questions publication has been published. 

As I said, I was invited to ask a parliamentary question, and that is where I want to turn my member’s statement 
to now. Today, in question time, on the invitation of the minister’s office, I asked a question to clarify a number 
of things. I asked why there had been a roadblock established between two towns in the wheatbelt, I asked about 
other locations where these roadblocks had been established, I asked for confirmation that they were actually on 
boundaries or within proximity to boundaries, not within boundaries, and I asked two very important questions 
which I think were omissions or needed clarification from the direction. In the third and fourth part of my question 
today, I asked — 

(3) What is the test that will be applied by WA police under 4(e) of the directions to allow people 
to cross a boundary for grocery shopping, notwithstanding that limited supplies may be available 
locally? 

(4) Given government advice that people aged 70 and over should remain at home, can people cross 
a regional boundary to support elderly parents or grandparents to access basic services such as 
grocery shopping and to attend medical appointments; and, if so, under which provision of the 
direction would that travel be exempt? 

There is nothing political in this question. In fact, this question was asked at the invitation of the office of the 
Minister for Police. There was nothing political to be gained. It was just clarification for the constituents who have 
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called my office wanting to make sense of this six-page direction notice issued by the State Emergency Coordinator, 
Christopher John Dawson, at 1750 hours yesterday, ahead of the direction coming into effect at 2359 hours last 
night. I remind members that the penalty for not complying with this direction is a fine of $50 000 for individuals 
and $250 000 for a body corporate. It is not an insignificant matter. These are important things that people have 
contacted my office about. 

The Minister for Police is consistently bad in this regard, and I think the Minister for Environment needs to take 
some responsibility for the answers that he keeps delivering to this house. His answer to my question was — 

The state government is providing detailed information to the public via its own website, and a COVID-19 
call centre is in the process of being established to assist the community in meeting its obligations under 
the current state of emergency. 

That was not very helpful to those people who wanted to know whether they can cross a regional boundary 
tomorrow, tonight or the next day to do some grocery shopping or maybe support their elderly grandmother or 
grandfather or a family member who is disabled. I think this measure is highly questionable in the first place. The 
State Emergency Service has been deployed, as have WA police officers, the Salvation Army and reservists from 
the Australian Defence Force. I just question whether this is the greatest use of these volunteer and paid resources 
at a time like this. How routinely are we checking people who have been forced into self-isolation or quarantine? 
How much effort are we placing on contact tracing? From my experience and from what I am hearing in the region, 
the extent to which contact tracing is occurring is very hit and miss. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! You may not like what you are hearing but the member has the right to say it. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Thank you, Madam President. Just like the minister in question time today, the 
Labor members who are interjecting have no interest in the concerns of my constituents either. 

Today, 1 April, this was posted this afternoon, which exactly demonstrates a concern that I have. Somebody 
travelling within the wheatbelt region posted this online — 

FYI – Husband was told today at the brand hwy checkpoint they wouldn’t allow people through without 
a letter, EVEN though we are traveling within our regions and have proof of address. Its a shambles! 

In recent days, the Commissioner of Police said that the WA Police Force would be taking a compassionate approach 
to the way it enforces these intrastate travel restrictions. It is about time the minister in this place representing the 
Minister for Police—both of those people—took some responsibility for the answers given. I will be making sure 
that my constituents receive the exact information that was delivered to this house today. 
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